Advent is a Time of Preparation
This Sunday, we begin the Liturgical Season of Advent. Advent consists of four Sundays leading up to Christmas and ending on Christmas Eve. It is an Old English word coming from
Latin,

meaning ‘Coming’. We focus on three aspects during Advent. The first happened over 2000 years ago when Jesus came into the world as a baby to live as a man and die for us. The

second can happen now, as Jesus wants to come into our lives. And the third will happen in the future, when Jesus comes back to the world as King and Judge, not a baby.

We Pray Together:
Dear Lord Jesus
Help us to stay awake and alert,
and to be aware of your presence in the people we meet in this Advent Season.

Amen

Our Advent Class Displays

We Continue to Prepare
We share our Advent Wreath
each Monday, lighting one of
the candles, during our whole
school collective worship.
Every class has contributed
to a beautiful, whole school
display, showing a wreath,
together with a little part of
what aspect of Advent we will
be learning about during this
season.

Sharing Collective Worship with our Academy Friends

Our ‘Hope Wreath’ In our whole
school collective worship this
week, we thought some more
about hope—and how it is such a
positive thing to hold on to, especially when things are difficult. We
all wrote down something we hope
for, for ourselves, our families and
also our community and the wider
world. We didn’t think about the
gifts we were hoping for, but more
important things. Some children
wrote that they hoped for a peaceful, safe Christmas; for the end of
the virus; for families to be able to
be together. We then made them
all into a special ‘hopefulness’
wreath.

Blessing of the
Bambinelli

Across our school,
children once again
made ‘Bambinelli’ images or models of
Baby Jesus. Our
Bambinelli were taken
home, ready to be
placed into the crib on
Christmas Morning.
This is a beautiful
tradition, which was
instituted by Saint
Pope John Paul II
during his Papacy.

Year Six lead a Collective Worship for St. Mary’s Broadway
via Zoom. As we gathered, we prepared the prayer table.
We placed a candle to brighten up every dark path. We
placed an evergreen garland to remind us that Jesus’ love is
with us at all times and never dies. We placed a humble
manger on the prayer table. This symbolised that there was
no room for the Son of God and no cradle either. A star
shone brightly to guide the Wise Men all the way to Bethlehem, so we brought that to the table. We placed an angel
on our table to reflect that Angel Gabriel came to announce
to Mary that she would have a baby, God’s special and only
son, Jesus Christ. We hear church bells ring out each Christmas in joyous celebration. We placed bells to remind us of
the true meaning of Christmas.
Nikola and Marianna then read the gospel story of being
alert and ready. They asked us who was always ready and
how we showed this. Then we had a moment to reflect on
what we would say to Jesus when he returns. Mia said, “I’m
so happy you are back. I’ve been waiting for your arrival. I
am prepared and ready.” Ella said,” I have waited so long
to see you, please help me to be more like you!”
We ended our collective worship with a prayer reminding us
of how we are going to stay alert and ready.

Dear Lord
During Advent we have to be ready and alert so that when
the time comes we will be prepared and welcome Jesus back
with a huge celebration.
To be ready I am… (we added here how we were ready
and alert)
We ask this in your name.
Amen.

